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"An .faposﬂe of unity |

We present to our readers a great
apostle of Christian unity; Giovan-
ni Crisostomo, one of the greatest
fathens of the Church of the East,
faithful to Rome and champion of
the papal primacy.

Widely recognized is the "Holy
Bishop of <Constantinople’s prodig-
ious eloquence, because of which he
was called - Voice of God », but
almost entirely unknownin the activ-

ity hé earried out to put an end to

the schism of Antioch.

Following the expulsion -of Eusta-
zio from the bishopric see of Anti-
och, bishops infected with arianism
rose to the chair of St. Ignazioc and
Babila, masters of heresy.

Only a part of the Antiochan Chur h
refused to attend the  meetings
presided over by the arian bishops,
declaring themselves to be faithful
to Eustazio.

In the year 360 the Emperor Co-
stanzo, protector of the Arians, nom-
inated as bishop of Constantinople

Eudassio, the bishop who had “de-

vastated” the vineyard of the lord

like a boar”, as Theodoreto wrote in -

his “Historia Eeclesiastica” (II, 25).

The bishops of the region which
was to’ have elected the successor to
the see of Antioch chose a moderate
prelate not far removed from Nicen-
ian. orthodoxy. Milezio of Mitilene
This election, greeted by the faith-
ful like a blessing of ‘God, was un-
fortunately to mark the heginning of
a schism.
nized by the Eustazians; who were
proud of their Nicenian orthodoxy,
because he had had tes with the A.
rians and had been elécted with their
votes, The Arians on the other hand

considered him a traitor because he -

had declared himself to be a part-
isan of Nicea, In the meantime the

town had become divided into Eusta-

zian, Arians,_and, eletians.

The pinnacle of confusion was
reached when the Eustazians elected
their bishop. There were then three
parties and three bishops! In addi-
tion, the consecration of the Eustaz.
ian bishop, in the person of the
priest Polino, done by the Bishop
Lucifer of Cagliari (326) was alto-
gether irregular.

The West, headed by the Pope

Liberior, recognized Polino and his

successor Evagrio as legitimate bish-

ops of Antioch; the East instead
supported Melezio and his successor

Flaviano, elected canonically by the-
of Constantinople (3 8 1).

Couneil
whereas the
-Arian bishop.

On the instigation of Euzoio the
Emperor Valente, a-crude vindicative
man unleashed a ferocious persecn-
tion against the faithful of Melezio,
who were obliged to meet secretly
in the fields and in caves. Theo-
doreto assures us that there were a
great many martyrs and that there
were mass drownings in the waters
of the river Oronte along the banks
of which the persecuted had built
their chapels. Giovanni Crisostomo
had come from the school of Mele-
zio and had militated in thé ranks
of the faithful of Flaviano, to whom
he was bound by deep bonds of
affection. He was profoundly sad-
dened by the scandal suffered by
" the Antiochan Church founded by
Peter and Paul and for which Igna-
tius and Babila had sacrificed their
own blood.” That Church glorified
by a long tradition of martyrdom
was now a center of fratricidal bat-
tles and rivalries, and this situation
reflected on the entire situation of
the ‘Church of Antioch,

Gjovanni  Crisostomo, . saddened
and offended in his christian con-
science by this situation did not hes-
itate to denounce from the pulpit
the absurdity of the reigning condit-
jons, or to condemn, it with words
of fire: « What did St. Paul say ex-
horting us to be united? Thou arf
one soul body and one sole spirit, as

upheld the

emperor

“others,

Melezio was net recog-

you were ealled by one sole hope to
thy vocation. One sole Lord, one
sole baptism. Paul seeks charity of
us, not just any charity, but that cha-
rity, which binds us together, which

‘makes us brothers, since we cannot

separate: that charity : which effects
such a perfeet union, which reigns

among the members of thebody.Char*

ity builds and maskes it so that all
parts are united, closely connected. If
therefore we wish -to enjoy the. life
that stems from the pinnacle, let us
nnite one with the other. There are
two separations, in_fact, in the body
of the Church:one when our char-
ity grows cold; another when we
behave in. a manner which makes us
unworthy of belonging to the body.
In both cases we separate ourselves
from that assembly which we have
built and set up for the edification of
What .must have been saf
fered by those who first sufleved the
schism? Nothing can lacerate the
Clurch more than the selfishness and
thirst for power in its leaders. No
thing irritates God so much as the
dismembering of the Church,
‘Saddened by the spectacle offered
by the Church of Antioch. Crisosto-
mo turned his gaze toward Rome. In
Rome were the tombs of the twe
Apostles whom he venerated above
all things, Peter and Paul, one the
faithful interpreter of the mind of
God, the other him who bad received
from God the effective governing of
the entire Church. And this-govern-
ing of the Catholic ecumenical

Church, ha said, was the privilege

first of Peter and then of Peter’s
suceessors on the throne in Rome.

« Why did Christ sacrifice his
blood? » Crisostomo asked, «To re-
deem the flock he entrusted to Pe-
ter », .o :
Raised to the see of Constantinople
in the year 397 and enthroned the
following year, his first deed was to
send an emissary to Rome to motify
Pope St. Siricius of his election and
to request letters of communion for
himself and for Flaviano, arranging
for the presence in Rome of delegates
from the three great oriental pa-
triarchs, thus putting an end to the
Antiochan schism and reconciling
the western Church with that of
Egypt and the other eastern nations.

Thanks to the efforts of Crisostomo
the thoibeds of discord- around the
tomb of Peter were to be exstin-
guished. . )

His devotion to Rome remained
constant to the end of his days.

In the year 404, confined to his
episcopal palace, following the exam-
ple of Athanasio, who had found jus-
tice and refuge in Rome after being
slandered, deposed, exiled, and per-
secuted by his brothers of the East,
Crisostomo appealed to Pope Iino-
cence I to whom he sent a commis-
sion of four bishops. Two years la-
ter, once again turning to Pope In-
nocence I, he wrote: « I be eech your
vigilance because despite the tumults
with which they (the Arians) have
upset everything and despite the irre-
mediable evil they have sowed, even
despite their impenitence, since you
have determined to right these
wrongs - do not yield hefore this evil
or lose heart, in facing such a for-
midable undertaking. The batile has
spread to the entire world, for the
scattered peoples, the
clergy, the expelled hishops, the vio-
lation of the constitutions of the fa-
thers, For all this we repeat again
and again our prayer that the more:
dreadful the tempest the more ener-
getic will be remedy. We are con-
fident that with time order will be
restored. But even if this does not
come to pass you will have deserved
a precious crown from merciful God;
and those who have suffered will re-
ceive no small comfort through the
fervor of your charity. Because we
too, who have suffered exile for three
years, exposed to hunger, war- the
plague and constant tribulation, to

. Jean Donielou,

persecuted

Suéevita Monastery (Rumania)

The unity of Christians and the
~luture of the world

“The soul exists in.all parts of
the body, as do christians in the
cities of the world. Thé soul lives
in the body and thereéfore is mot' of
the body; it is enéloskd ir the body
and there it is what maintains the
body. Christians are like prisoners
of the world; therefore they main-
tain the world, .

Taking as a point of departure
this selection frem the letter to Dio-

gnetus, a famous text of the origins’

of christianity, the Reverend Father
illustrious catholic
philosopher, wrote a splendid article
for the unionistic periodieal “Oekum-
enikon” (April 15, 1962) under the
title “the Unity of Christians and
the Future of the World™. :

This article deserves to become
well known. .

The union of christians is without
doubt “a problem of great human
interest and of concern to all man-
kind”, begins the author.

considered except in connection with
man’s relation of God. Of all the
problems . assailing humanity today
that of religious values is the essen-
tial . one. And since christianity re-
presents in the world a capital aspect
of these values, the two questions
are closely connected.

The Ecumenical Couneil, whose
aims correspond to these problem.

incredible solitude, to daily butche-
ry, the sword, nevertheless feel uplifted
to no small degree by your unaltera.
ble affection, by the marvellously
comforting . effects of your sincere cha-
rity.
security, a safe port. This is a trea-
sury of endless good, of joy and
every sort of happiness».

These few quotations plainly show
the position of Crisostomo regarding
the Pope and his primacy of juris-
diction,

One of the finest scholars of the

works of Crisostomo, Father Ambre-
gio Ameli, has written:
- « Crisostomo was, in the hands of
Divine Providence, a* highly noble
instrument of the union of the Church
of the East with that of the West,
the first link tying new Rome (Con-
stantinople) with ¢ld Rome, the most
precious link of that golden chain
binding, in the faith and .charity of
Christ, all Churches to the common
center of divinely "instituted catho-
licism.». .

“Because
for us the future of the world, ,the’
.history of humanity itself, cannot be

This is a bulwark for us, a’

atics, must cope with a whole series
of problenis to lay the ground-work

for the unity which will render the’

Church more capable of fulfilling its
mission. ) Y !

What is the present state of christ-
ianity;. its position in the world si-
tuation? the author asks,

“Therc  are certain  factors in
the development of the historical
movement . which ‘make our epoch

" seem a period of crises, in the in-

terior.of which a new civilization is
struggling to be born. .
One of the essential aspects of this
new ecivilization is the technological
factor that cannot but have its effect
on man: our exasperated urbanism,
for example. Can a Church whose
ecclesiastic organization was set up- to
take care of a rural society which

-has now been left far béehind, ean

- posed for a

such a Churech answer the needs of
human society in the changed condi-
tions of the word? Decidedly not.

We feel the lack of adaptation
with regard to institutions and- the
presentation of the christian message,
We notice, for example, the difficulty
of spreading in techmical and scient.
ific ecircles a christian message com-
must less developed,

complex eivilization, This explains a

" certain inefficiency at present on the

part of the word of God, net he-
cause of its actual content but be-
cause: of the human form' in which
it is presented”.

The second aspect of the civiliza-
tion of our days is, according to
Father Danielou, the development of
the non-western civilizations, the ad-
vent of politieal and cultural plural-
ism immensely far reaching. This

affirmation of cultures which. are not .

western upsets, man}" structures of the
past “it cobliges us to enter into new
problematies and makes us under-
stand everything that is ‘provincial’
in our christianity, to the extent that
the west today appears as a province
in which we find that many charac.
teristics of our culture are mo longer
universal™.

We find ourself confronted with a

world that seems to want to oppose -

christianity ; this is a new phenomen.
on, unkown in past civilizations. “It

is a general crisis of all religions, the’

consequence of which-is that heliev-
ers realize that, being menaced to-
gether, they must defend themselves
together”.

A third element characterizing the
present world, are its “appeals”,

" ture.

" ity).

“This world cries for help”, writes
Father Danielou, “because it realizes
that it is falling into an abyses. It
is beset by desperation, both the re.
fined despetation of the intelléctuals
and the tragic desperation of the
poor. It suffers as a result of an
existence which no longer has roots
sunk inte the ground, because of a
boredom which seeks . distraction
through violent. pleasures. In con-
nection with thig sitnation the Church
seems at once intact and wound-
ed. It is intact with regard to what
cannot bé changed by history, ‘he-
cause an unalterable divine element.
There is in the world a presence of
God, against- whom all the forces of
the earth are powerless. But Christ-
ianity is wounded in its forms of

" expression, in the masses by whom

it is represented, above all in the

“unity that characterizes the Christian

Church, because it is the unity of
the Trinity itself. :

“The wunity of the Church”, the
author writes, “must be the sign
through which the pagans can recog-
nize God. It is particularly tragic,
therefore, that humanity does not
have this sign. The Chureh, indivis- -
ible in eubstance, exists however in
the measure in which Christ based
unity on the- Twelve Apostles. It
continues to exist through their sue-
cessors, Unity is a matter of strue- .
In actual fact christians are
separated. They appear as represent-
atives of different families, one op-
posed to the other.

“In division we must recognize the
sign of Satan. The source of divi- .
sion is sin, just as glory is the source
of unity. :

Division wounds the Church even
in its catholicism. :

“What does the seriousness of div-
ision -conmsist of”, Father Danieloy
asks. “It consists of the factthat it
corresponds to a large extent to the
diversity of humanity: political {By-
zantine and Roman empires), eultural
(Russian, Latin, Anglo-Saxon mental-
Their are disquieting coincid-
ences- of ecclesiastical and political
geography. Thus diversity.has heen
the fount of division”., The Chureh,
in conclusion, is wounded in its. heli.
ness, in the mensure in which ‘we
are led to take conzizance of the
fact that “the final fount of division
is sin; sins of particularisms, in what
concerns the great schisms; sins of
the Church at the beginning of the

(continued on p. 2)
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16th Century, when a reform was
absolutely mecessary; sins of separa.

tion who have not believed that this
reform could ‘be achieved 'in hmity. -

. Despite the separations and the
sins the Church remains indivisible,
holy, becauseé what is work of the
Trinity in the world cannot be alter-
ed by the sis of man. The alliance
persists through the faithlessness of
man. But unity, catholicism, and
holiness are harmerd”.

The need for christian reunifica- .

tion is felt by all christians, “This
need and the courage of coping with
the problems is an extremely .loyal
attitude”, writes Fathet Danielou,
“hecause is necessary to be at' one
and the same time severely critical
beginning with omeself and to bé
completely faithful to that which
before.God ' we realize we must con-
fess. In other words we have the
right and even the duty of humiliat-
ing ourselves .but we do not have
the right to- humiliate truth”,

The* author considers this serene
acceptance of criticism “a decisive
“step toward unity” a condition  of a
further step, the conversion of the
world. '

The unionistic movement presents
certainly several comcrete aspects,
above all an “awareness” of all that
which in the divisions is caused by
“anachronistic sociological contests™.
The second encouraging. aspect in
connection with this movement for
christian union is “an awareness of
the, comp]ementary nature on rela-
tions between catholicism, protestant-
ism, and orthodoxy”.” At the present
time we all feel an ardent need of
what the other confessions have and
we do mnot have: “we catholics have
an immense Bible fame; our pro-
testant brothers a fame for liturgy.
Thus we complete each other.

In the third place we all aspire
to fraternal collaboration, at the level
of the problems of civilization. We
have the impression that there "are
efforts’ to be made in the interests
"of collective charity: of work for
‘the peace between peoples, the as-
suring to all of a home and ade-
quate Food, the defense of human
rights, and the combatting of the in-

humane aspects of a godless society.

Faith, according to the author of
the article, is the fourth concrete
aspect of the unionistic movement,
and also the most important. Since
“faith is one of the most precious
things christians have in the world
today”! In this field no concessions
can be made. “It is true that chirist-
jans must discuss together, but in
* serious respectful dialogue which con-
sists of mutual explanations of what
cach side finds to be the essential
points in the message of Jesus Christ.
Truth must be believed and confess-
ed humbly. Not to speak it would
be to betray this truth. )

“[Jnity will become a reality on
the day when .the same faith will be
confessed by all, with all legitimate
diversities being respected”, writes
thie author. The marvellous  thing
about the dialogue is that christians

are becoming more and more consc- .

ious of what they all have in com-
mon. What may be called the rap-
prochement of christians, with all the
problems it poses, all the dangers
it can present, all the difficulties to
be surmounted, concludes Father Da-
nielou, “is one of the most signific-
ant developments not only of christ-
ianity hut of the modern world at
large, It is the condition of our ful-
filling of the command of bringing
to the Christ contemporary world,
which expects this of us, of elim-
inating all that which prevents us
from bearing witness to truth”.

| The echoes

- The second volume of “Un ame
de feu”, a’book on Msgr. Viadimir
Ghika by Michel de Galzain, recent-
‘ly saw the lJight of day, published
by the Beauchesne Publishing House
(rue de Rennes 117, Paris, France).
- The volume, compiled from mate-
rial placed at the disposal of the
author by Msgr. O Barlea, is a col-
lection of heretofore unnpublished
- texts by Msgr. Ghika, . -

5

“The following is quoted from the
“Selection- des " Libraires de France”
(January 1962),- which considers the
novel “Le- Chevalier de la Resistan-
ce” of Vintila Horia the major suc-
cess of 1961: :

“The much-discussed Goncourt Pri-
ze’ of last year could have induced
one to think that Horia, like many
other prize winners, would not have
produced another novel at the same
high level of the preceding one. But
this: was not the case. Beyond all
doubt we find ourselves confronted

“with the work of an outstanding
writer, whose - every ' sentence is im-
bued with his originality and whose
thinking is fully in keeping with his
high’ art of narration™.

. E I .

In the collection “Memoires du
tempts passe” the Gallimard Publish-
ing House has brought out the works
of Christopher Columbus, presented,
translated, and commented by the
Romanian: scholar .and writer, Alex-
andru ICioranescu.

The book, which throws new light
onto the personality of the great Ge-
noese navigator, has received consider-
able attention from the French press.

Anti-marxist writers met in a con-
gress in. the Teatro dei Servi in Ro-
me to express their contempt and
anxiety ‘with regard to the ever great-
er offensive of the so-called “interest-
ed culture”, the true Trojan Horse
introduced by communist activism
into western defenses, ’

At the congress, which was attend-
ed by many leading representatives

of world literature who. have no in.
tention of swallowing the book of
marxist ideology, Free Romanian was

represented by the essayist Professor -

Giorgio Uscatescu of the University
of Madrid, and by the poet and
novelist Vintila Horia. ’

“Romania”, organ of the National
Committee of Romanians in exile,
published in its March-April edition
a long article in which Ton Cornescu
discussed the first congress of writers
of the Romanian people’s republic.
May we be permitted to point out
that this was too much honor and
too great a waste of paper, in view
of the literary and moral dimensions
of the poisomous national dwarf with
which the article of Mr. Cornescu
has occupied himself. The same edi-
tion of the same magazine published
a virnlent article by Virgil Ierunca,
an ignoble personage, a true blood.
hound of the communist political
police. ’

To whip such a man with an art
icle, yes. To reproduce, dedicating
to him an entire page of a news-
paper, his political-literary arcrobat-
ics as “responsible” for the failure
sector of the literary planning depart-
ment of the Romanian People’s Re-
public, no never.

To ignore certain-types of people

_is to redimension them.-

The “Armonia” choral society com-
memorated. in its latest monthly re-
cital the Romanian poet-philosopher
Lucian Blaga, who died last year in
‘Romania, The noted literary ecritic,
Prof. Marcello” Camilucei illustrated
the™ personality of Blaga, calling to
mind "the “exile in the homeland”
of ‘the ‘great poet. The lecturer then
read a number of exemplary trans-
Jations .of the poetic works of Lu-
cian ‘Blaga, much applauded by the
audience. The “Armonia” chorus
then presented a very beautiful pro-
gram of popular and religious Rom-
anian music,

Beumenical Council Vatiean 11

Reports from Vienna state that the
orthodox patriarch of Constantinople,
Athenagoras 1 has told the catholic
news agency “Katpress” of his hope
of visiting the -Pope, adding that he
has heen following with great inter-
est the preparations for the Ecumen-
fcal Counecil.

L _
_ The Moderator of the Valdese
Church, Dr. Eimanno Rostan, recent-
ly declared the following in an’ in-

terview with “Religious World”:

“The so-called ’courtesy’ visits paid
to the Pope by official representat-
ives of world protestantism’ are to be

_ considered in the framework of the

ecumenical relations which have been
intensified during recent years. ‘They

represent an attempt to ‘surmount,

through personal contacts, existing
barriers of isolation and diffidence —
without placing in question "doctrinal
foundations, particularly in meetings
with the most elevated hierarchy of
the Roman Catholic Church. With
regard to human and ecclesiastical

relations I feel that every act of.

‘couttesy’ has a positive value.
Nevertheless 1 cannot but entertain
some. reservation: (1) the visits in
question in order to be truly 'cour
teous’ must be of a reciprocal nature;
(2) it would he worthwhile to de-
termine up to exactly what point

. the visits made to the Vatican. truly

hélp the cause of boma fide ecumen-
ism, understood not in a ’centraliz-
ing’ sense but as a ’‘christcentric’
movement —if they are not preced-
ed and accompanied by theological
contacts between qualified experts in

‘" an atmosphere of christian freedom;

(3) the ‘courtesy’ visits are the ex-
pression. of an orientation toward
new confessional relations. We cannot
but, rejoice at every bit of progress
achieved hy the Churches on the road
of mutual Jove. But in the part-
icular situation in which the visits
take place, it is easy to create the
impression that the visits themselves
constitute a recngnition of the umit-
ary conception of the Church in ac.
cordance with the schemes of Rom-
an Catholicism. Bona fide eecumen-
ieal rapprochement helps o create an
atmosphere of courtesy and reciproe-
al respect; none.the less it has ab-

solute mneed, especially in connection’

with relations with Roman catholic-
ism, of a serious reconsideration of
truths, the truths contained in the
revelations of Christ and the testi-
mony of the Apostles. It is my
opinion that all of this must be un-
derscored for reasons of clarity and
sincerity™. .
ok ok ok

The secretary general of the Ecum.
enical Council of Churches. Vissart’t
Hoof recently.declared that “in no
other epoch have there been such
great signs of, fraternal interest and
such understanding relations between
catholics and the other Churches”.
adding that “an invitation to send
observers to the great assembly of
the Catholic Church would be ac-
cepted with joy by the Ecumenical
Council of Churches. Every possible
“effort must be made in favor of the
union of christians, so that this unity
made be achieved at least in coming
generations” (Religious World).

& oo

Referring to.. the. difference bet-
ween, “unity” and “union”, Patriarch
Athenagoras made the following ob-
servations: .

“In my opinion, and I dare be-
lieve that the Pope would agree with
me, our '‘Churches must collaborate
ever more closely in the field of
practical action, taking common ini-
tiatives, becoming nearer and nearer
in their outward manifestations, in
other words become brothers; in
such a manner union will one day
fall into our hands like a ripe fruit.
There are unquestionably many theo-
logical differences remaining, varying
ways of considering certain matters,
But let us unite in love, in charity,
and in action;- let us unite in the
field of social action and in that of
christian cooperation in all the fields
of philantropic activity and reciproe-
al aid. Let the Pope place himself
at the head of this movement of the
reawakening of christianity and Christ-
ian  cooperation, with each religion’
maintaining its own customs, its own
rites, own* véstments. . Needless to
say the third great flock of christ-
ianity, that of the protestants, must

not be excluded from. the movement
of christian umity.

The Pope must take the initiative
of this movement. It is up to him
to —how should I say— to. -guide
it. I have the Pope in my heart.
I respect him very highly and love
him dearly. . When he was elected
I was immediately reminded of the
words of the Gospel of St. John,
where it is said: “There was a man
sent by God whose name was John".

Since the 14th Century there had
been mo Pope John; the fact that
after so many centuries a John rises
to the . Pontificate seems to me to
mean that the voice from heaven is
announcing the leader from whom
christianity expects great things”.

EE

The accelerated rhythm of the act-
ivities of the various preparatory
commissions for thé Feumenical
Council has induced many people to
believe that the ecumenical assembly
could be held within’ a couple of
months. A large portion of the press
has spread this impression, which is
rather widespréad in Rome, while
abroad many bishops have taken it
as a semi-official announcement. The
Pope himself has become aware of
this, To calm those who hegan to
fear that there would be an over- .
Lasty study of the questions to hbe
taken into considerations by the
Council, made it understood in one
of-'his recent addresses than in all
probability the Council will continue
its labors even in 1963. To he sure
it was only a few days ago that
Pope John voiced the intention of
convening a preliminary session from
October 11 to December 8, and.then,
after an interval of several months,
reopen the (Council after Easter fo
-— continue until the work has all
been done. During these ‘months
of interval the council commissions
would have an opportunity to re-

construct the various proposals on a
basis of the ' eventnal emendments
proposed during the general congre-
gations. ' '

EE

There have been insistent rumors
of late of the deaconate and minor
orders in certain catholic and mis-
sion countries where the number of
priests is absolutely out of propor-
tion. with the number of faithful.
The Jesuit Father Alfredo Marran-
zini, professor of dogmatic theology
at the Naples University has now
written, in a religious magazine of
eventual changes in this field even in
Italy. . ’

The receni meeting of the fifth
plenary session of the Centra] Com-
mission for the Ecumenical Counecil
discussed a number of changes to be
made in the celebration of the litur-
gy, in order to make it pessible for
the faithful to participate more fully
in the significance of its true object-
ives, - .

It is not a metter of modifying the
substance of the liturgy itself but
fostering of a more precise know-
ledge on the part of the faithful of
the elements which during the past
centuries have contributed ne little
1o the clouding and weighing down
of the simplicity of the original rites,

The Central Commission has ex-
amined and discussed the “manner”
of rendering the faithful “actors” of
a common <celebration and not, as
has been. the case so far, merely
uninformed spectators. This revision
should include the following: 1) the
adoption. of the wvulgar tongue, in--
stead of or together with Latin, for
certain liturgical pratices or at least
for parts of them; -2) the elimina-
tion of the “Added” elements which
have proved to defeat their purpose
and have stood in the way of a
greater understanding and participa-
tion of the faithful in the liturgy.

‘Mmiscellaneocus

The press of Romanians in exile
has only recently heen enriched with
a new publication: the “Rumanian
Spokesman”, which is published in
London under the auspices of the
Democratic Committee of Free Ru-
manians, ’

In addition to brief articles com.
menting of political developments on
the international scene the periodical
carries a literary page and abundant
informative material. Our newspaper
wishes a long life to the newcomer
and hopes that it will receive a
hearty welcome from all the. foreign
circles interested in making the
problems of Romanian exiles known
to all,
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The newspaper “America”, organ
of the Romanian community of the
United States, published recently an

‘appeal of the Ametican Romanian

Committee, urging all fellow country-
men to contribute to the fund set
aside for assistence to' the needy.

All contributions should he ad-
dressed to: Mr. Nicolas Tecau, 2307
Market St., Youngstown, Ohio. USA.

& koK

Edition nwmber 12 of the ever
praiseworthy magazine “Destin” (Ma-
drid 1962) offers the reader a mar-

- vellous anthology of poetry from the

pen of several of the most represen-
tative talents of Romaupian literature
in exile.

This latest issue of “Destin” is
truly outstanding and deserves the
greatest attention. We promise to
consider it in all duc detail in the
next edition of our newspaper.

March 18, 1962 was a “historic”
day for the “Unirea Romanilor” (U-
nion of Romanians) society of De-
troit, Michigan. © On this day the
following were celebrated: the 40th
anniversary of the Romanian House,
the Union with the society “Amer-
. ican - Romanian patriots”, and the
tenth anniversary of this latter.

Following the divine service, with-
a mass in suffrage of the deceased
members, there was a reception which
was atténded by many American and
Romanian personalities. h
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Victor Crisan is the author of a
booklet which foeuses its attention
on the drama of the Byzantine-rite
Catholic Church of Romania. The
booklet, which is entitled “Tragedia
Bisericii Romane din Romania” (The
Tragedy of the United Romanian
Church in Romania), is not at all
generous in connection with the orth-
odox sister Church- and it must be
said that this is the only megative
side of Crisan’s work, which is other-
wise highly praiseworthy for its <lar-
ity, precision and rich documenta-
tion. We cannot but agree with the
author of the brief criticism (Nico-
lae Novac) published in the period-
ical “America” (March 13, 1962),
which in deploring the author’s at.
titude 'with regard to the Romanian
Orthodox Church, poirts out that the
effectiveness of any action in favor
of the union of Churehes 'is con.
ditioned by an absolute ohjectivity
and by prudence of language.

Red. Resp.
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