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Patriarch Athenagoras: Providential Leader

Every age coniributes to history an event
that redeems that age and justifies it in the
eyes of God and of the generations that come
after.

The event that edeems our very sinful age
is the relaunching of thc ecumenical idea:
it is the effort made by all Christian denomi-
natiops to rebuild the unity of the Church.

And since every event has its main actors,
we would like to dedicate this issue of our
"European Ecumenical Action™ to Patriarch
Athenagoras T who. along with John XXIII
and Paul VI has already been designated to
history as a promoter of the ecumenism of the
age in which we live.

The ecumenical story of Patriarch Athena-
goras begins, one might say, at his school—
known all over the Orthodox world, the Theo-
logical School of Halchi, on the island of Prin-
kipos, where the young Aristoclis Spiru, born
March 25, 1886, in Basilicon, a tiny moun-
tain village of Epirus, trained to become the
indefatigable Church worker he has always
been.

It is worthwhile to dwell on this great re-
ligious Institute created in 1842 hy Ecume-
nical Patriarch Ghermanos IV with the aim
of preparing the best of Greek youth for fu-
ture respensibilities in the life of the Eastern
Churches.

To the Theological School of Halchi came
not only Greek youths, but offspring of old
and noble families from the Balkans which
had its part in the history of the Church, cul-
ture, art and politics of the time.

In this most illustrious school was shaped
the soul and personality of the young man
whom God had designated for the Patriarchal
throne of ancient Byzantium.

Having finished his studies, he became dea-
con, then arch-deacon, in the Metropolitan
See of Pelagonia, in the region of Monastir,
where he carried oul intense apostolic acti-
vity until 1921 when came to head the Se-
cretariat of the Holy Synod of the Greek
Church in Athens.

Archbishop of Athens at that time was Me-
letios Metaxakis, a man of great culture and
religious spirit, whose ecclesiastie activity was
characterized by the search for solutions te
rebuild the unity of the Orthodox and Angli-
can Churches.

Under the luminous guidance of Meletins,
Athenagoras became one of the most acjive
collaborators in this first attempt to bring
Christians together.

He became Metropolitan of Kerkira, on the
island of Cyprus, which then, as today, was
the targel of the hegemonic aims of Turkey.
On Cyprus he carried out intense religious
activity in favor of the Christian population
with inevitable political overtones; evidenced
by the Conference of Paris, arbiter of the Cy-
prus problem, where he made a vibrant poli-
tical protest.

The idea of unity, which later he was to
broach to Paul VI, continued to dominate
his spirit.

In 1930. he participated in the Orthodox
Pro-Synod of Mount Athos where he discus-
sed the union of Greek dogma with Anglican
dogma. In the same year he was named Ar-
chbishop where in a short time he succeeded
in bringing peace and unity to the divided
Orthodox Greeks of the United States, Canada
and. South America.

With the help of his faithful, who venera-
ted him as much as they adored him, he crea-

Dacian Sarmizegetusa: vestiges of the great guadrilaterel sanctuary

ted the Orthodox Theological University of
Brooklyn where new seminarians are instruc-
ted in the Orthodoxy of the United States.
Shortly after, he created the Saint Basil Or-
thodox Academy of Garrison which trains
young missionary teachers.

His accomplishments in the religious, so-
cial and philanthropic field during this period
are innumerable. From Alaska to the extreme
tip of South America, everyone knew him,
everyone loved him.

Archbishop Athcnagoras maintained frater-
nal relations with the heads of other Christian
faiths with whom he discussed the problems
of the unique faith in a single God.

Destiny, however, called him to live new
tragedies, to resolve nmew problems, and to
op:n in the darkmess of disunity and old
rancours the lumiuous path to Christian unity.

He returned to his country on January 27,
1949, where he took the Patriarchal throne of
Constantinople, thus reaching the position of
vpiritual primate of the Orthodox world which
allowed him to carry out the great dream of
his life: ecumenism.

Heir of the grave temsion between the Ecu-
menical Patriarch and the Turkish authorities
which had arisen under his predecessor Ma-
ximos V, Athenagoras resolved, with the tact
and wisdom he has always displayed, the pro-
blems of the difficult co existence between
Muslims and Orthodox Christians.

In an openly hostile world, he succeeded in
bringing to his Church renewed religious and
philosophic prestige, personally adopting an
attitude of profound and sincere Christian hu-
mility which eould not hut favorably impress
old adversaries and disarm them. Five centu-
ries of hostility and conflict could not but
feel their weight felt.

We will avoid — for obvious reasons — re-
calling” the sorrowful events that afflicted the
first years of Patriarch Athenagoras’s pasto-

ral life in Istanbul. As we will refrain from
mentioning the tragic vicissitudes of five
centuries of Ottoman history in Christian Con-
stantinople, cut off from main body of the
Church.

The danger that 500 years ago hung over
a Vienna assaulted by Turkish troops, weighs
today — in another fashion — on the Chris-
tian world. Whether it be Marxist materialism
or another kind of materialism which is ten-
ding to become the new religion of a world
which has become slave to technology and
comfort, the Christian faith today is gra-
vely threatened.

In such emergiencies, when the tragedy of
May 29, 1453, which marked the end of Con-
stantinople as the "second Rome”, can repeat
itself without warning (as we see from the
invasion of Prague,) only a united Church,
only a flock faithful to Christ and willing to
make sacrifices, can defeat the new danger
that threatens the Church of Christ. mate-
rialism.

Under the luminous guidance and wisdom
of Pope Paul VI and Ecumenical Patriarch
Athenagoras I, the grand ecumenical offen-
sive is closing ranks calling all Christendom
to a new Crusade,

To the pames of these two great religious
leaders are perennially tied the historic mee-
tings of reconciliation between the Christian
world of the West and the Christian world of
the East: Jerusalem, Istanbul, Rome are the
three milestones in a road that leads towards
the promised unity.

The road is still a long one, still pitted
with difficuliies, but it is a sure one, with the
goal in sight. Because on the three milestones
that signal the beginning, Paul VI and Athe-
nagoras wrote words that are both a pact and
an eeumenical testament: peace, action, cha-
rity.
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Christian unity in a statement by Meiropolitan Meliton

On the occasion of his visit to Athens for
the enthroning of the new Patriarch of the
Greek Church, Msgr. Hieronymos, the Me.
tropolitan of Chalcedon, Msgr. Meliton spoke
to the press on the subject of Christian uni.
ty. We reprint his remarks from the « Bulle-
tin Catholique », edited by the « Typos»
Agency, Volume I, No 8.

« The position of the Ecumenical Patriar-
chate on the problem of Christian unity—Me-
tropolitan Meliton said —— is the position
of all the Orthodox Church. In virtue of its
authority of responsibility, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate promotes this holy cause which
constitutes the will of the Lord and at the
same time points up a grave necessity of
our . time.

“Neither the Church nor the world can
permit division. In this world of extraordinary
discoveries which dazzle mankind, humani-
ty and above all the Church of Christ are be-
coming aware of the ontological necessity
of unity.

"For the recoustruciion of Christian unity,
the Ecumenical Patriarchate begins from the
fundamental position of ’obligation to serve’.
” ’Re-establish truth in charity’ is the se-
cond point of the program.

"The truth our Orthedox Church has pre-
served intact and which it has formulated in
its teaching and in its life, is not a museum
monument, nor a trophy of the past, and
much less a weapon to fight with against
Christians belonging to other coufessions; nei-
ther is the truth a privileged and exclusive
treasure belonging only to us Orthodox, but
it is a treasurc common to all the Church.
one and indivisihle.

"We have thus the duty and the responsi-
bility of removing this treasure from the clo-
set and without waiting for them to come to
us, we must go to meet them, and, moved
by Christian charity, make this treasure, of
value for all Christianity.

”A third point of the program refers to the
most important aspect of Christian unity.

» The problem of unity is not a techni-
cal problem, nor simply a theological pro-
blem. Certainly, this is a very important
aspect which is now under study.

”Christian unity is above all and in the
first place a question of vitality of the Chri.
stian churches. This means we cannot auto-
matically be brought to unity, but we must di-.
scover it gradually as a need of the life of
the Christian Church of our time; and this
through the practical exercise of charity, of
mutual respect and understanding, living to-
gether, facing common problems together in
patient dialogue, listening to each other’s
point of view so that the common points that
unite us can be recognized and the elements
that separate us can be discarded together,
thus reaching unity in faith.

It is necessary to recognize that lately ma-
ny important efforts have been made in this
field. The most significant is the fact that
the Christian Churches have come out of their
traditional isolation, from their self-sufficien-
cy and their polemical positions. We are no
longer each against the others; rather, each
at the side of the others, and we have before
us a common Christian responsibility, a ge-
neral goal, common problems, common dan-
gers”.

ol Chalcedon

Speaking then of the way in which ecume-
nical dialogue is being carried out today, Me-
tropolitan Meliton said:

"Because of the multiformity of Christian
Churches, dialoguc is also multiform and its
outlines various.

"The great pan-Christian dJialogue, for
example, thal is being carried out in the
Ecumenical Council of Churches and which
has rather the character of a theological
symposium and of mutual cooperation, (be-
coming increasingly narrow on the social pla-
ne), has particularly vast dimensions.

"The increasingly active cooperation of the
majority of the Christian Churches in the
World Council of Churches, the elaboration
and the common development of ecumenism,
the progressive cooperation of the Roman Ca.
tholic Church with the World Counecil of
Churches, the new era begun by the two
sreat ecclesiastical figures of contemporary
Christianity. His Holiness Pope Paul VI and
His Holiness Ecumecnical Patriarch Athena-
goras, in the field of relations betwen the Ca-
tholic and Orthodox Churches, the progress
in dialogue with Orthodoxy, with Anglica-
nism and with the Old Catholics, the prepa-
ration of the dialogue of Orthodoxy with the
non-Chalcedonian Churches and with the Lu-
therans, and in general the various rela-
tions between Christians, are the concrete re-
sults of this joint proecedure of ours towards
Christian unity for which we must thank the
Lord.

"We do not expect, in future, a spectacu-
lar union, but an increasingly serious wide-
ning of the question with a more lively sense
of responsibility which will allow us to esta-
blish relations founded on mutual faith, eli-
minating every form of proselytism between

Christian Churches.

”All the member Churches freely express
their points of view, seeking together the
common points.

"The dialogue with the Anglicans and with
the OId Catholics is now in a theological
phase and on the way to inaugurating a very
important milestone for the Orthodox Church:
the “Pan-Orthodox Plan”.

“"The dialogue with the ancient non-Chal-
cedonian churches will also be realized on
the pan-Orthodox and theological plane.

"The dialogue with the Roman Catholic
Church is taking place now, according to the
decision of the Third Pan-Orthodox Confe-
rnce of Rhodes, between Rome and the va-
rious autocephalous local Churches, in the
framework of the development of charity and
of the preparation of the ground and the
conditions which could favor —- following a
new pan-Orthodox decision —- the opening
towards an ecumenical dialogue.

Role of the Greek Church in the Cause
for Unity

"Both the Ecumenical Patriarchate and si-
ster Churches and the hcterdox Churches and
other various confessions regard the Greek
Church as a very important factor for the
realization of ecumenical dialoguc.

"The ideas and the disposition of the Ar.
chhishop of Athens and all Greece, His Bea-
titude Hieronymos, who has greal ecumeni-
cal experience, (as do other members of the
hierarchy), not to mention the other theologi-
cal forces under the jurisdiction of the Greek
Church, coustitute a guvarantee for a positive
contribution to the development of dialogue
hetween the Orthodox Church and the other
Churches, “concloded Metropolitau Meliton
in his remarks to the press,

Rome - Trajen’s Column: detail
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Funeral service tor Msgr. Enrico Arato

A solemn and devout tribute of suffrage
was held at the end of November for Msgr.
Enrico Arato, Prior of the Archconfraternity
which has its historical scat in the Church
of the Holy Name of Mary at the Trajan Fo-
rum. The service, held in this church, was
attended by a large crowd of the faithful.

The dolorous service was also impressive
for the attendance of cardinals, prelates and
charch representatives who, together with
Brothers of the Venerable Marian Society,
rendered homage to a pious and zealous pries!
who, coming to Rome from the diocese of Sa-
luzzo, spenl many years energetically carry-
ing out the various duties of his ministry,
his scholastic apostolate and of the Curia
with a quiet cfficiency.

We will speak of the exemplary figure of
this prelate more diffusely in these columns
and of the duties which - for four decades -
employed him in the care of souls in St.
Eustace, at the Alessandro Volta Institute, at
the side of the founder and president, Msgr.
Nardone. of the Office of the Sacred Con-
gregation of the Counci] and - in recent years
- at the Institute of Works of Religion in the
capacity of Secretary of the Administrative

Office.

The heartfelt words with which Cardinal
Luigi Traglia, during the absolution of the
body, praised his figure and his works, re-
flect not ouly a lively and profound friendship
and a respect consolidated over the years, but
also that complex of qualities which shone
so luminously in Msgr. Arato, revealing itsell
not only in the delicate administrative tasks
he so faithfully performed, but in his various
sacerdotal duties.

The Cardinal, in his concise and moving
eulogy, particularly dwelled on that Marian
devotion the deceased expressed in his various
initiatives, whieh particularly shone in the
Temple itsel{, object for long years of his
generous and incessant solicitude.

In the capacity of Prior of the Archcou-
fraternity, Msgr. Arato truly dedicated himself
to the Marian eult, animating with devout
initiative the zeal and the participation of the
Brothers, and promoling with interest and
constant abnegation the restoration and the
embellishment of the Temple as well as the
dignity of the sacred rites.

«To whomever has administrated well», the
Cardinal concluded, « the evangelical word
promises jusl reward.

« May the Sainted Virgin, whom Don En.
rico loved and honored so much, intercede
with the Lord for that which all of us ask in
prayer: that request 'Euge, serve bone et fi-
delis!” which contains the highest of divine
recompenses »

In the atmosphere of heartfelt and devout
participation, the holy mass was celebrated by
S. E. Msgr. Plinio Pascoli, Delegate Bishop
for the Roman Archconfraternities, assisted by
Msgr. Costantini and Msgr. Morelli.

.

Attending the Rite were Cardinals Alber-

to di Jorio. Luigi Traglia, Carlo Confalonieri,
Giovanni Villot, Cesare Zerba and the Bishops
Msgr. Filippo Pocci Auxiliary of Rome, and
Msgr. Gino Paro. President of the Pontifical
Ecclesiastical Academy.

In the large representation of the Archcon-
fraternity of the Holy Name of Mary we
noted: Rector of the Church, Msgr. Repanai,
Noble Guard Prince Livio Odescalchi. Eccle-
siastical Guard Msgr. Filippo Tamburini, Lay
Guard Dr. Pier Giovanni Guardigli, Cham-
berlain Prof. D'Elia.

Almost all officials of the Institute for
Works of Religion, led by Delegate Luigi
Mennini, gathered around President Cardinal
di Jorio.

With the family of the deceased prelate
was also the Secretary of the Bishops’ Curia
of Saluzzo.

Among the prelates and representatives of
Departments and Offices of the Holy See and
of religious institutes were the Very Reverend
Monsignors Guerri, Aluffi Pentini, Cantagalli,
Mariucei, Ottolini, Terenzi, D’Andrea, Marti-
nelli, Fagiolo, Miestowicz. Tinello, Scanagatta,
Mancini. Roman parsons of the Church of the
Apostle Saints and of St. Eustace and the
parson of Calvi.

In the Jarge group of laymen were - besi-
des representatives of the Special Administra.
tion of the Holy See: Dr. Majerotto, Dr. Mol-
lari, Dr. Trevisan, Dr. Della Rossa. the Princi-
pal and the teaching body of the A. Volta
Caracciolo di Vietri.

The President of the « Dragan » European

Fondation, Dr. Vittorino Veroncse and Dr.
Massimo Spada sent their representatives.

Detail of Trejan’s Column
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